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ARGU/vlENT
On tl1e, rocliy coasts,,of Cornr,vail the Pirates of Penzauce are ceiebrating the

reiease of Frcderic'frotrl itrdentnre

Frederic'.s entire apprenticeship was basecl on a mistake of Ruth, rvho had

actecl as nrtrsery nraicl to Frederic. Instructed.to have lhe young lad apprenticed

to a PILOT, Rtrth rnistook the rvord and instead brought him to a PIRATE.
Being verv conscientious wherever his d.uty rr'as involved, Frederic obediently

fulfilled his term of apprenticeship and gained the affection of all his fellow

pirates. Having reached his. twenty-first )'ear however, hq now .rvishes to leave

them ancl again pursue hi5 duty in life.

The bancl of pirates with tvhom Frederic rvas associated was a very under-

standilg and honorable ,band, indeed. Under no circumstances !r"ouid'they con-

sider attacking a party which rvas either weaker than thernsblves or which was

composed of orphans. These principles thel' adhered to. evcn though thq;r lost all

prospective'u:ictims in so doing. .1"

that of lronesty.

Inclignant, the Piiates return at miclnight,lseekin_3,to kidnaP fhe 
r-\jajor;Ge.n-

eral. Horvevef, they are' encountered .by the policg force who triumph olnei the

pirates only after having,qppealed to them in the 1"-: oJ the Queeao^ Viltgfio.us,
the },fajor-General is',determined. to have the tund of pirates sent to'prison but

is haltecl by Ituth who explainp that the entire band is composed of Engtrish'noble-

men and peers needing encouragement rather than punishrnent in order to be

again set on the right road. So touched is thq General that not only does he release

the pirates but also restores their rank and title. And as the curtain falls we see

a group of happy men'rvho have cliscarded their former dishonorable mode of
living and have chosen as wlves the beau,tiful daughters of the Nlajor-GeneraJ.

Ruth herself hacl becorne enamore<l of Frederic and now tries to conviuce

him that sire is as beautifultas the fairest ot nraidens. Ffederic who'haq'never had

the opporturrity of comparing her -with other maidens "is on the verge of taking

Ruth with hirn and rnaking her his bride. At this lreryrnroment'howefer, a train

of ysnno girls appears CIn the scene, sd he f orsakel,tier entirely and 'falls in love

w.ith l,Iabel, one of the daughtets 'oil hfajor-Ge'neral Stanlpy. 'Ttre, other pirates

are also attractecl by the youthful grtce.and beagty of these i'oung girls and indeed,

even desire to capture fromrthemittl,e,'l'Iajor-General. "IJPotl learning, however,

that the }Iajor-General is alqo qn orplanl fut'set hirn and his daughters f ree.

With the'aid of the police force, Frederic has made all prep,arations to elirni-

nate the Pirates. Suddealy' the Pirate-King hirnself appgars,rclaimils tohave an

interesting paradoxlwhich will most"certainly atnuse F-rederic hqgely. R)' tottt"
queer twist of fate, Frederic irafipens to have been born' on the,twenty-ninth clay

*f F*b*ory. Consequehtly, although Frederic has reached twenty-one vears of
age, he iras not,hacl rnore than five birthdal's. His arrangement with them states

that his period of indenture cloes trot end until ire reaches his twenty-first birthday.

Although this paradox irnplies the frustration of all ,his h'opes, duty gains the

ascendency qver clesire ancl Frecleric decicles- to, again become a member of the

Pirates of Penzance..,Upor returning to their bancl,,he reveals the f4ct.tlrat in

claiming to be an orphan, the Major:Generahhas placedhis love of freedom'bb,ove
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