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ARGUMENT

On the rocky. coasts of Cormmll the Pirates of Penzance are celebiatmo the
release of Frederic from indenture.” : :

Frederic's entire apprenticeship was hased on a mistake of Ruth, who had
acted as nursery maid to Frederic. Instructed to have the young lad apprenticed
to a PILOT, Ruth mistook the word and instead brought him to a PIRATE.
Being very conscientious wherever his -duty was involved, Frederic obediently
fulfilled his term of apprenticeship and gained the affection of all his fellow
pirates. Having reached his twenty-first year however, he now wxshes to leave
them and again pursue hig dity in life. : ‘

The band of pirates wzth whom Frederic was assocmted WELS a very under-
standing and honorable ! ind,, _indeed. Under no circumstances’ would- they con-
sider attacking a party - was either weaker than themsélves or which was
composed of orphans. These pr1nc1ples they adhered to, even though thev lost all
prospective victims in s dof

Ruth herself had Dbecome «enamored of Frederic and ndw tr convince
him that she 1 is as beaut as the fairest of maidens, ] "erlc who ha never had

ather pirates
s and indeed,

With the, aldé of the pohce force Freaieric has
nate the Pitates.: Suddenh the Pirate-King himself -
interesting paradox which will most: certainly amuise Frederd

queer twist of fate, Frederic happens to have beenr horn o the-twénty»nmth day
of February. Lon:equehﬂv ah‘shough Frederic ha: reached twenty-one years of
age, he has ndt had miore than five bn‘thda\ s. His arrangement with them states

‘that his period of mdenture does not end until he reaches his twenty- ~first birthday.

Although thxa paradox implies the frustration of all his hope duty gains the
ascendency qver desire and Frederic decides to; again become a member of the
Pirates of Penzance. . Lpon returning to their. band, he reveals the that in
¢laiming to be an- orphan, the '\([ajor—General has placed. s Iove

that of honesty S ‘ ; , ’ .

Indignant, the P1rate:. return at m1dmghf g o kldnap
eral. However, they are encountered by the police: fdrce who the
pirates only after having- appealed to them in the i
the Major-Géneral is’ determmed to have the hand of pirates sent but
is halted by Ruth who explaing that the entire band is composed of
men and peers needing encouragement rathet than punishment in to be

again set on the right road. So touched is the General that not only does he release
the pirates but also restores their rank’ and title. And as the curtain falls we see
a group of happy imen who' have ‘discarded theit- foriner ‘dishohorable -mode of
living and have chosen as wives the heautiful daughters of the Major-Gengral:
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._ -ACT/I-—A Rocky Seashore on 'th‘e Coast of Cornwall
SR TR A Ruined. Chapel by Moonlight
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